1901: Un Oiseau

(for two bass flutes)

Tomas I. Gueglio Saccone


1901: Un Oiseau 





1901: Un Oiseau

Program Note

...Un Oiseau is in two movements and revolves around ideas of threshold, similitude and distortion. At the onset, both flutes
display almost identical pitch material set to slightly different rhythms. This resulting heterophony is colored employing a
kaleidoscopic array of sounds that include the usual repertory of flute effects but also sighing, whistling and singing. The two
initially very similar streams progressively diverge, carving more individual paths towards a brief contemplative drone that ushers
a closing coda. The piece was written in collaboration with Argentine duo MEI Musica para flautas whose insights and

dedication were indispensable to the completion of the work.

Performance Notes
(1) Both performers read two staves. The top staff is for the voice and the bottom staff for the flute.

(2) The specific octave for the singing is left to the discretion of the performer. Each flautist should accommodate the singing to better fit the
range of his or her voice. If at specific points the singing gets in the way of the flow of the piece, feel free to not sing that specific fragment.

(3) Some percussive effects are indicated with a consonant and a vowel (between parenthesis). The vowel is silent.

(4) A “plus” sign (+) indicates key click.

o =

(5) Small round note-head (on the ‘E’ above the staff) with a vowel on top: ‘sing your highest possible pitch with the indicated
vowel’ (this pitch is then not necessarily an ‘E’ and can be differ between instances of the same notation depending on

context)

w

% (6) Wavy line as a note head with a “W’ on top: whistle the highest note possible

t!
(7) Straight line with a t! at the end: abruptly interrupt the airstream by inserting the tongue between the teeth.
EAE E (8) [1] and [2] indicate different fingerings for the same pitch. The desired effect is a subtle difference in intonation.

(9) Three superposed diagonal lines: frulato

P (10) A filled-in square indicates close embouchure. An empty square indicates ordinario. The close embouchure indication
=== remains active only the note or group of notes immediately below it and should be cancelled after the rest following said
note or group of notes. An arrow connecting the two means ‘progressively going from close embouchure to ordinario or

vice-versa.

in ——— out

%E (11) ‘In’ and ‘out’ with a connecting arrow means ‘progressively move away from the embochure'

(12) Multiphonics are notated with a fundamental ant the abbreviation “MPh”. The specific multi-phonic is to be chosen by the performer.

Approximate duration 7°30”


1901: Un Oiseau

…Un Oiseau


a MEI Musica para flautas

Fast. Fluid. Comic in character
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