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Performance Notes  
 
H (Haupstimme):  Indicates the melody. Play “romantically” (expressive, vibrando) H2 (Haupstimme 2):  also indicates the melody but it is to be played as the expressive the opposite of “H” (dry, harsh, poco 
to no vib.) 
Microtones are indicated with a -1 (from X) and -2 (from X). The actual “size” of the microtones is left to the performer’s discretion. In  
Bourdons “R” stands for “reference pitch” 
Square noteheads (E.g. vln II, m.5): play with the fingers as close as possible. The location on the fingerboard and specifics of the anatomy of the performer’s hand will define the pitch content. 
Harmonics are always notated with the number of the string and the nod to be touched (even 8va harmonics). 
Crescendos are exponential. 
o.p. = “over-pressure”. Both flautando and over pressure are to be cancelled immediately after the note or phrase they are assigned to. 
SP: sul ponticello ORD: normal point of attack ST: sul tasto SP and ST are to be cancelled immediately after the note or phrase they are assigned to. 
White Noise: In Bourdons, the performer has to choose a technique for producing white noise around an indicated frequency. The chosen noise will preferably blend with the other strings, adding “air” to the chord 
but not sticking out of the texture. 
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‰ Ó

· ˙m
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œ œ
œb ˙

+

III

II

jètè

non vib
%

pizz. o.p.

!
non vib

arco 

˙

Œ Œ
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Œ Œ
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla

Vlc.

-1 from violin I

-2 from cello

-2 from violin II

-1 from violin II

-2 from violin I

-1 from cello

œb œ

œb œ

œb œ

¬b ¬
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˙b

Whispered. No vibrato except when indicated.

R

e = 78 +

%

ST

ST

flaut.
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!

(white noise)

& : softest possible dynamic allowing for a stable sound. Quasi flautando,

&

[ q   ] [ q   ]

(arco)
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¬
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Œ ‰
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˙
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(white noise)

&

vib
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&

&
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&
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Vln. I

Vln. II
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-1 from viola-1 from violin I

-2 from violin I

-2 from cello
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¬
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‰
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Ó
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Ó
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r

œb œ
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¬b
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˙b
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ST

(white noise)

!
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A tempo  (e = 78+)

&
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˙

˙

˙b
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˙
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Œ

œ œ

¬

65

˙

!
non vib

!

œ œ
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!

&

&
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[ q   ] [ q   ]

52. Bourdons
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla

Vlc.

-1 from violin II

-1 from viola

-2 from viola

-1 from cello
¬ ¬ ¬

˙

˙

‰
J

œn œ

67

˙

&

[ q   ]
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flaut.

&

¬

˙

.œ
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œ

œ œ
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œ œ
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œ
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1/2 hair / flautando
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(fixed hand 
position)
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playful
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1

&

p

flaut.

p
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˙
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!
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Vln. II
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla

Vlc.

-1 from violin I

-1 from cello

-2 from cello

-2 from violin I

œ œ œ
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‰
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1
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˙
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˙
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˙

œ œ

˙
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˙
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&
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&
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla

Vlc.

-1 from violin II

-2 from violin II

-1 from cello
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œ
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œ
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œ
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Vln. I

Vln. II
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Vlc.

-2 from cello
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-1 from violin I
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Œ
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(fixed hand 
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ƒp

(until end of fingerboard)
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flaut.
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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ad.lib.

ad.lib.

ad.lib.

ad.lib.
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